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JOAN PEDERSON SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings on June 19, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JOAN PEDERSON appeared for sentencing.  PEDERSON was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 3 years

! 


Home Confinement: 6 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100


PEDERSON was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to obstruct the administration of justice and destruction of evidence.  PEDERSON’S husband at the time, was charged with various federal criminal offenses and  on June 21, 2001, her husband pled guilty and he agreed to cooperate with federal authorities.  Immediately after the entry of his plea, he sat down with an Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigation Division agent and a Special Agent with the Secret Service.  



At that time, PEDERSON’S husband explained to the agents what had occurred in relation to his creating false financial documents, putting them on a computer, generating software, and having various items that were incriminatory to those charges.


The officers explained to him that they fully intended to obtain those at his house in Glasgow and would return and talk with him further.


He agreed to cooperate fully in regard to this information.



When the officers came back the following Monday, PEDERSON’S husband had a change of mind and said he was not going to cooperate and consent to any search of his home.  The officers then sought and obtained a search warrant for his home in Glasgow.  When officers executed the search warrant in the house, they found various letters that had been sent to PEDERSON in chronological order, lined up, with the exception of one letter that was missing which PEDERSON admitted that she destroyed.  It had been sent to her from her husband from the Yellowstone County Jail, and she indicated to the officers that she threw it away because that was a letter in which he instructed her to remove and to destroy the items.  


When asked what items she specifically attempted to conceal or destroy, she told the officers it included credit card statements, a package of check stock and UCC documents. 


The officers were, in fact, federal officers who were looking for evidence of federal crimes, and that the evidence was moved by PEDERSON in order to hinder their ability to find those items. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigations Division and the United States Secret Service.     # # # # #
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