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JOHN BUFFALO PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on June 27, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JOHN BUFFALO, age 34, pled guilty to charges of abusive sexual contact.  BUFFALO is to appear for sentencing on September 24, 2003, at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on October 12 - 13, 2002, in or near Crow Agency, which is within the exterior boundaries of the Crow Indian Reservation, BUFFALO engaged in sexual contact with a female child.                        


During the dates in question, BUFFALO, the victim and others were at a residence located in Crow Agency.  BUFFALO and the other adults had been drinking.  The victim slept on the floor of the kitchen and awoke to BUFFALO rubbing her inner thigh with his hand while he was completely naked lying on the floor next to her.  The victim was scared and got up and left the room.  When she returned, BUFFALO, still naked, approached her while he was fondling himself and then touched the child again.  This occurred several times until the victim locked herself in a car outside as it was beginning to be daylight.  While she sat there, BUFFALO came outside and approached her in the vehicle, wearing an open robe that exposed his genitals.  The victim’s mother came out to the vehicle too and the victim reported what BUFFALO had done.  Law enforcement was called and BUFFALO was arrested.


The testimony would have included the testimony of those witnesses involved in the incident, as well as BUFFALO’S statements to law enforcement authorities.



BUFFALO faces possible penalties of 2 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 1 year supervised releases.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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