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GRADY EWING MAYS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in January 27, 2003,  before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, GRADY EWING MAYS, a 52-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of possession of child pornography.  MAYS is to appear for sentencing on September 24, 2003, at 9:15 a.m.  MAYS is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 13, 2003, in Billings, MAYS possessed child pornography.  On the date in question, officers from the Billings Police Department were dispatched to the library at MSU-B to assist the campus police.  The University librarian had contacted campus police to report that MAYS was sitting at a computer in the campus library viewing pictures of young female children in sexual positions.   Upon their arrival, campus police observed MAYS and ordered him away from the computer.  A Billings Police Department Detective found visible on the screen where MAYS was sitting different web sites such as “Child Lovers Portal,” “Kinder-Surprise,” “Child Club,” “My Little Lolita” and others.  The detective later researched those web sites and found that they were devoted to child pornography images.  The detective also found printed out images of child pornography next to the library computer where MAYS was sitting and others crumpled up in the garbage can near the printer.  In amongst the papers MAYS admitted were his were images of child pornography.


The testimony would have included the testimony of those witnesses involved in the incident, as well as MAYS statements to law enforcement authorities.  Witnesses would present evidence that the images were of real children under the age of eighteen engaged in sexually explicit conduct.  Many of the children were clearly prepubescent.


MAYS faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Billings Police Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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