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ALVARO CRUZ SENTENCED IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 2, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ALVARO F. CRUZ, appeared for sentencing.  CRUZ  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years 

! 


Special Assessment: $200


CRUZ was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute marijuana and conspiracy to commit money laundering.  CRUZ acknowledged that from the summer of 1998 through December of 2000, he knowingly conspired to possess with the intent to distribute in excess of 1000 kilograms of marijuana.  CRUZ also acknowledges that he knowingly conspired to conduct transactions with the intent to further the conspiracy of the illegal distribution of marijuana, knowing that the money involved in the financial transactions represented the proceeds of the illegal distribution of a controlled substance.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that CRUZ was involved in obtaining, packaging and transporting marijuana from the southern United States to Billings from 1998 to December of 2000.  He, together with others, drove large loads of marijuana to Billings on numerous occasions.  The weight of marijuana moved to Billings exceeded 2200 pounds.  The marijuana was distributed to numerous individuals and other large distributors.


The receivers of marijuana in and around the Billings area would give cash to CRUZ and other co-conspirators to transport back down to Phoenix, Arizona and other locations.  CRUZ would also send or receive the proceeds of the distribution of marijuana via Western Union or Money Gram.  These funds were utilized to finance the marijuana distribution scheme.  CRUZ was either the sender or receiver of the money orders.  The United States would establish the total amount directly obtained or sent by CRUZ himself was $89,450.00. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration and Montana Department of Criminal Investigations.
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