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BENJAMIN MOJARRO-MAGALLANES PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 7, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, BENJAMIN MOJARRO-MAGALLANES pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry by an illegal alien.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States on June 9, 2003, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 23, 2003, the Montana Highway Patrol Dispatch Center contacted a Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent.  The dispatcher stated two patrol officers were assisting two male subjects whose vehicle had broken down on Interstate 15 near Whitehall, Montana.  The officers had asked both subjects for identification while waiting for a tow truck to arrive for the vehicle.  One subject presented what appeared to be a Mexican Drivers License from the state of Zacatacas.  The second-subject presented a Mexican Consular Card with the name of Agustin Mojarro-Magallanes.  The BICE agent talked with both subjects via telephone, wherein MOJARRO-MAGALLANES  admitted to being in the United States illegally.  Both subjects were then arrested for being in the United States illegally.


Later on February 23, 2003, the BICE agent met MOJARRO-MAGALLANES at the Jefferson County Jail in Boulder, Montana, where he again admitted to being in the United States illegally. 


A sentencing date has been set for October 10, 2003.  


MOJARRO-MAGALLANES faces possible penalties of twenty years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney George Darragh, Jr. prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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