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MISSOULA WOMAN SENTENCED IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 10, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, HELENA JANETTE KRAUSE, age 42, appeared for sentencing.  KRAUSE  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Home Arrest: 6 months

! 


Probation: 3 years 

! 


Special assessment: $100


KRAUSE was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to destruction of mail.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on December 31, 2002, a resident of the Missoula Village West Trailer Court contacted 

U. S. Postal Service (USPS) personnel at Mullan Station, stating that there was unopened mail in the dumpster near her home.  USPS personnel, believing the dumpster was located at a local tavern, could not locate the mail.  Subsequently, two other residents of the Missoula Village West Trailer Court, contacted the Missoula County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO).


A sheriff’s deputy responded to the Missoula Village West Trailer Court and interviewed the two persons who had contacted the MCSO.  The witnesses stated the mail was found on the ground by the two trailer court dumpsters.  The deputy  took custody of the mail and returned it to a USPS Supervisor.  This mail was held by the USPS Station Manager pending arrival of Postal Inspectors.


Another resident of the Missoula Village West Trailer Court contacted USPS personnel on January 7, 2003.  This witness stated that his mother-in-law had found 

mail on, December 30, 2002, late at night, while dumping trash in the trailer court dumpster.  This witness had retrieved the mail from the dumpster closest to the USPS Neighborhood Delivery Box Cluster Unit (NDBCU).  It was located on the right-hand side of the dumpster.  The witness piled the mail up on the ground, between the two dumpsters.  He had asked his wife to call and report it the following morning.


Review of the mail by USPS personnel indicated the mail was from Rural Route 11.  The regular rural carrier went on annual leave after working December 28, 2002 (Saturday) to return January 14, 2003.  A temporary employee, Rural Carrier Associate HELENA KRAUSE, started carrying the route on Monday, December 30, 2002.


On Tuesday, January 7, 2003, postal inspectors began surveillance of KRAUSE as she left Mullan Station to begin delivering Rural Route 11.  One of the inspectors was in a position to observe the dumpsters at the Missoula Village West Trailer Court.  The dumpsters are located next to the cluster of mailboxes.  The inspector observed KRAUSE drive up to the mailboxes, open the rear of her vehicle, remove a short USPS tray, and dump two (2) bundles of letter mail into the dumpster furthest from the mailboxes. 


The Inspectors went directly to this area and confronted KRAUSE.  She stated she had only thrown trash into the dumpster.  When asked to show inspectors what she had thrown away, the short USPS letter tray and two bundles of mail were recovered from the dumpster.  Inspectors retrieved the mail from the dumpster and maintained it as evidence.  KRAUSE drove her own vehicle back to Mullan Station where she was further interviewed by the postal inspectors.


KRAUSE admitted dumping the letter mail on that day and on another occasion. She thought the first time she dumped mail was Monday, December 30, 2002.  When shown the mail recovered by the MCSO deputy, KRAUSE said it looked like the mail she had thrown away.  KRAUSE admitted knowing it was wrong but wanted to get done fast. The mail she threw away on January 7 was from all over the route.  It was mail she had not “cased” (segregated mail for distribution to particular deliveries on the route) that morning intending to discard it.  KRAUSE knew throwing the mail away was and is a criminal offense.


KRAUSE is a resident of Missoula.


U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the U.S. Postal Inspector.
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