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RICHARD LAWRENCE MORSETTE JR., SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on July 11, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, RICHARD LAWRENCE MORSETTE JR., a 19-year-old resident of Havre, appeared for sentencing.  MORSETTE was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years and 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $9,168.58


MORSETTE was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to 2 counts of burglary.  On April 16, 2002, near Rocky Boy’s Agency, which is within the boundaries of the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation, MORSETTE and others unlawfully entered a private residence with the intent to burglarize it. The victim left her residence to spend a few days in Great Falls.  When she returned on April 19, 2002, she discovered that her home had been burglarized and that numerous items had been stolen.


She reported the burglary to tribal law enforcement.  The victim spent the night of the 19th at another persons’ house.  When she returned to her residence on April 20, 2002, she discovered that her residence had been burglarized a second time.


The investigation conducted by the tribal authorities and the FBI led to MORSETTE and 2 others.  MORSETTE admitted in an interview that he and the others burglarized the victim’s residence and took numerous items.  MORSETTE also admitted that all 3 returned a second time and stole additional items.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Rocky Boy’s Tribal authorities.
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