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MATTHEW DOUGLAS WINCHELL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on July 10, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, MATTHEW DOUGLAS WINCHELL appeared for sentencing.  WINCHELL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: Conspiracy Count - 21 years and 8 months





  Firearms Count - 5 years





  Sentences to run consecutively

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years on each count; to run concurrently

! 


Forfeiture: $43,858


WINCHELL was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute 500 grams or more of methamphetamine and possession of a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking crime.  Beginning on an unknown date on or after February 1997, and continuing to October 22, 2002, in Great Falls, WINCHELL unlawfully conspired with others, to distribute 500 grams or more of methamphetamine.  During the period of conspiracy, WINCHELL obtained methamphetamine from various sources for redistribution through established distributors.  Also, during the period of the conspiracy, until approximately December 2001, WINCHELL redistributed, on multiple occasions, approximately 15 ounces of methamphetamine directly to a co-conspirator for further redistribution.  During the conspiracy, WINCHELL redistributed, on multiple occasions, methamphetamine to another co-conspirator, who in turn redistributed the methamphetamine to others.


Also during the period of the conspiracy, WINCHELL redistributed, on multiple occasions, approximately 12 to 15 ounces of methamphetamine to another co-conspirator for redistribution.  On March 28, 2002, WINCHELL distributed 3 grams of methamphetamine in Great Falls.  On March 29, 2002, WINCHELL distributed approximately 1 ounce of methamphetamine in Great Falls.


On October 22, 2002, and before, in Great Falls, WINCHELL, during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime did use or carry firearms.


As a result of the offenses, WINCHELL shall forfeit to the United States any and all property constituting or derived from any proceeds that he obtained directly or indirectly as a result of the violations and any and all property used or intended to be used in any manner or part to commit and to facilitate the commission of the violations.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Tri-Agency Task Force.
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