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CROW AGENCY WOMAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 9, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, SAMANTHA LYNN HUGS, age 32, pled guilty to charges of assault resulting in serious bodily injury.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in April or May of 2002, HUGS brought a Percocet prescription into the Stevenson’s IGA Pharmacy, 901 Center, Hardin, Montana.  The pharmacist knew HUGS by sight and identified her.  HUGS presented a prescription supposedly authorized by Dr. Whiting of the Hardin Clinic.  The pharmacist believed the signature to be questionable and contacted Dr. Whiting.  Dr. Whiting reported that he had not authorized any such prescription for HUGS.  HUGS immediately grabbed the prescription left the store, and has not returned since for prescriptions.


On February 28, 2001, HUGS filled a prescription for Methadone at the Albertson’s Pharmacy, 611 N. 27th Street, Billings, Montana.  The prescription had been written for fifteen (15) doses of Methadone and HUGS altered the prescription to forty-five (45) doses of Methadone.  HUGS signed the prescription distribution log indicated that she received the altered prescription.


The testimony would include the testimony of those witnesses involved in the incidents, as well as the defendant’s statements to law enforcement authorities.


HUGS faces possible penalties of five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


A sentencing date has been set for October 1, 2003. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Inspector General’s Office for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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