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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that during a federal court session in, Great Falls, on July 15, 2003, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Carolyn Ostby, the following individuals were arraigned:


CLARENCE LESTER BIRD RATTLER appeared on charges of second degree murder. The  court has set a date for a pretrial conference on July 25, 2003.   BIRD RATTLER, a resident of Browning, is currently detained. 


If convicted of these charges, BIRD RATTLER faces possible penalties of life imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and five years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph Thaggard is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


CLINTON WADE LAMERE appeared on charges of aggravated sexual abuse and sexual abuse of a minor.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on July 25, 2003. LAMERE is a resident of Rocky Boy.    


If convicted of these charges, LAMERE faces possible penalties aggravated sexual abuse of life imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For sexual abuse of a minor, possible penalties are fifteen years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Harper Suek is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


On July 14, 2003, GALEN WILD GUN appeared on charges of involuntary manslaughter.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on July 25, 2003.  WILD GUN is a resident of Browning.  


If convicted of these charges, WILD GUN faces possible penalties of six years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph Thaggard is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Indian Affairs of Browning.



In Billings on July 15, 2003, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson,

MARCO ANTONIO GARCIA-ESPITIA appeared on charges of illegal alien in possession of  a firearm.  GARCIA-ESPITIA is a resident of Mexico.  


If convicted of this charge, GARCIA-ESPITIA faces possible penalties of ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.                 # # # # #
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