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JOE ROY MICHAEL SENTENCED IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 16, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, JOE ROY MICHAEL, appeared for sentencing.  MICHAEL  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 6 ½ years on Count I: Possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute

! 


Prison: 10 years on Count II: Carrying a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking crime

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $200


MICHAEL was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to possession of over 500 grams of methamphetamine with intent to distribute and carrying a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking crime.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that during the period of July 2001 to January 4, 2004, while MICHAEL was living in eastern Montana he was receiving methamphetamine from a source.  On or about July 24, 2001, MICHAEL traded methamphetamine to another individual for a semi-automatic assault weapon with bayonet.  Both individuals would testify that MICHAEL received and delivered methamphetamine, in 4-ounce quantities at a time.  The government would provide phone and motel records that would corroborate phone calls made to set up the distribution and the location where MICHAEL stayed upon arrival in Billings.  The United States would also call another cooperating witness who was sent to Billings by MICHAEL to pick up methamphetamine.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.


 The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Montana Department of Criminal Investigations and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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