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JOSE NATALIO GARCIA, JR. SENTENCED IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on July 17, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JOSE NATALIO GARCIA, JR., appeared for sentencing.  GARCIA  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 8 years 1 month on Count I: Conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine

! 


Prison: 8 years 1 month on Count III: Felon-in-possession of a firearm

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years Count I

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years Count III to be served concurrently

! 


Special Assessment: $200


GARCIA was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute 50 grams or more of methamphetamine and being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the United States would prove at trial that during the period of the conspiracy, an acquaintance of GARCIA obtained methamphetamine from various sources for redistribution through established distributors.  During the period of the conspiracy, this acquaintance redistributed, on multiple occasions, at least 50 grams of methamphetamine to GARCIA for further redistribution.  GARCIA possessed methamphetamine with intent to distribute and did redistribute, on multiple occasions, methamphetamine to others.


GARCIA had previously been convicted of a felony and on August 23, 2002 GARCIA knowingly possessed a firearm.  The firearm was forfeited.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Tri Agency Task Force.  


This was part of Operation Northern Territory.
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