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TWO INDIVIDUALS PLEAD GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on July 17, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, ERIC D. HANSEN, age 23, and CRAIG PARPART, pled guilty to charges of uttering counterfeit obligation of United States.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that the bartender at the Spot Bar in Plentywood would testify that on October 25, 2002, HANSEN and PARPART attempted to pay for beer with nine one dollar bills which appeared to be counterfeit.  The bartender contacted Plentywood law enforcement, who responded to the bar, talked with defendants and, in addition to the nine one dollar bills obtained from the bartender, confiscated twenty-four one dollar bills from HANSEN. 


A bartender at Cassidy’s bar in Plentywood on October 25, 2002, would testify that the defendants drank at the bar on October 25, ordered separately, and each time paid with a $10 bill. The bills, all bearing serial number L23361402C, were seized by Plentywood law enforcement. 


A bartender at John’s Bar in Plentywood on October 25, 2002, would testify that the defendants paid for beer with a $10 bill, serial number L23361402C.  The bill was seized by Plentywood law enforcement. 


An employee of the Kum and Go Store in Plentywood, Mt, would testify that she accepted a ten dollar bill from defendants on October 25, 2002.  An inventory of the employee’s till revealed a $10 bill with a serial number matching the other $10 bills passed by the defendants.  The bill was seized by the Plentywood Police Department. 


Additional bills, with serial numbers corresponding to the bills described above, were seized from various Plentywood business.  All of the bills were accepted by employees of the businesses on October 25, 2002.  In total, Plentywood Law Enforcement officers seized the following numbers and denominations of bills:


17 
$10 Federal Reserve Notes, serial number L23361402C


  1   
$5 Federal Reserve Note, serial number E53566468A


10   
$1 Federal Reserve Note, serial number I56842893J


26   
$1 Federal Reserve Notes, serial number L73004547I


Plentywood law enforcement would testify that the seized bills are counterfeit.  In addition, both defendants, during separate interviews, admitted that they passed the bills at several Plentywood area businesses, knowing the bills to be counterfeit.  

          Each faces possible penalties of twenty years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  


A sentencing date has been set for November 13, 2003.


Both HANSEN and PARPART are residents of Williston, North Dakota.


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the U.S. Secret Service and the Plenty Law Enforcement.                                    # # # # #

_1106563383.bin

