	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



FRANKLIN TROY CAPLETTE SENTENCING

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on July 18, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, FRANKLIN TROY CAPLETTE, appeared for sentencing.  CAPLETTE was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years and 3 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years


CAPLETTE was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to assault with a dangerous weapon.  During the early morning hours of October 13, 2002, FRANKLIN TROY CAPLETTE arrived at the home of an acquaintance which is located within the boundaries of the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  CAPLETTE became upset with two individuals at the residence, one of which was the victim of the assault charged, because his girlfriend also was at the residence.   CAPLETTE and the two individuals became involved in a verbal fight that turned physical when CAPLETTE took a baseball bat from a vehicle CAPLETTE had driven earlier that day. CAPLETTE struck one of the individuals on the forearm and struck the victim in this case on the head.  CAPLETTE and the other individual then fled from the residence.


Later two individuals were standing at the front door, a white Ford Bronco II drove up.  CAPLETTE was a passenger in the Bronco driven by his brother.  CAPLETTE got out of the Bronco, immediately approached the car of one of the individuals, broke the passengers’ window out of the vehicle with an unknown object and began stabbing the victim with a broken bottle while he was seated in the passenger side.  As CAPLETTE was stabbing the victim, he said, “It hurts doesn’t it?”


The victim’s sister got into the driver’s side of the vehicle with her brother who was still sitting in the passenger side.  The victim told her to take him to the hospital.  She drove the vehicle around the block and then returned to the girlfriend’s house to get her sister, who had been knocked unconscious.  As the driver approached the girlfriend’s residence, CAPLETTE and another individual were in the Bronco leaving the house.  The victim’s sister drove into the driver’s side door of the Bronco.  CAPLETTE and the other person then got out of their vehicle and began striking the victim with their fists.  At this point, Rocky Boy tribal police officers arrived.  CAPLETTE fled and the other person was arrested.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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