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MANUEL ANTONIO SALAS-MEZA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 18, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MANUEL ANTONIO SALAZ-MEZA pled guilty to charges of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 12, 2003, agents conducted random transportation checks at the Billings bus depot when they encountered SALAS-MEZA with another individual.  During questioning, the subjects immediately admitted to being in the U.S. illegally.  They were subsequently arrested for this offense and searched.  Found during the search of SALAS-MEZA was a package secured to his waist and an elastic support belt.  SALAS-MEZA then admitted that this package contained methamphetamine.


He faces possible penalties of ten years imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


A sentencing date has been set for October 8, 2003.      # # # # #
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