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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that during a federal court session in Billings on July 21, 2003, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, the following individuals were arraigned:


JASON DEAN PITSCH, age 33, appeared on charges of receipt of child pornography and possession of child pornography.   PITSCH is a resident of Garryowen. 


If convicted of these charges, PITSCH faces possible penalties for receipt of child pornography of minimum mandatory of thirty years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and five years supervised release.   For possession of child pornography, possible penalties are minimum mandatory of two years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.


IVAN LITTLESUN appeared on charges of distribution of methamphetamine to persons under age 21.  LITTLESUN, a resident of Lame Deer, is currently detained.    


If convicted of these charges, LITTLESUN faces possible penalties of forty years imprisonment, a $1,000,000 fine and ten years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Indian Affairs.


BRIAN MICHAEL LeGUALT, age 20, appeared on charges of coercion and enticement.  LeGUALT is a resident of Bozeman.  


If convicted of these charges, LeGUALT faces possible penalties of a minimum mandatory of five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and up to lifetime supervised release.    
Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.



ERYCK C. ASTON, age 39, appeared on charges of misuse of another person’s social security number; felon-in-possession of a fiream; and felon-in-possession of ammunition.  ASTON, a resident of Billings, is currently detained.


If convicted of these charges, ASTON faces possible penalties for misuse of another person’s social security number of five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For being a felon-in-possession of a firearm of ten years imprisonment,a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For being a felon-in-possession of ammunition, possible penalties are ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the Social Security Administration, U.S. Postal Inspector’s, the Billings Police Department and the Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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