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ROBERTO RAMIREZ-CARDENAS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 22, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ROBERTO RAMIREZ-CARDENAS pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. The sentencing date is set for October 6, 2003.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in Belgrade,on April 13, 2003, with law enforcement watching from hiding places, RAMIREZ-CARDENAS and his companion delivered approximately one pound of methamphetamine (454 grams) to a woman.  The woman informed law enforcement agents afterwards that although the companion handled the money and the drugs, RAMIREZ-CARDENAS was present and aware of the sale.  RAMIREZ-CARDENAS denied participating in the sale and claimed $300 found on him was from the sale of a car.  When agents told him they knew the money had come from drug sales because they had recorded the serial numbers of the bills, RAMIREZ-CARDENAS admitted the money had come from the sale, but continued to deny involvement.  The woman, however, informed agents that the two men conversed in Spanish while the deal was being consummated, and that RAMIREZ-CARDENAS had come several times with his companion to deliver drugs and was always intimately involved in the sales.


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Missouri River Drug Task Force.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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