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MIKE HAGEN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on July 24, 2003, before U.S. District Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, MIKE HAGEN, a 43-year-old resident of Davenport, Iowa, appeared for sentencing.  HAGEN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years

! 


Restitution: $3,268.00


HAGEN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to fraudulent federal unemployment claims.  Beginning on January 12, 1998, and continuing through May 24, 1998, in Billings, HAGEN presented false claims to the Railroad Retirement board, an agency of the United States, knowing the claims were false.  Wage records from Montana Rail Link (MRL) indicated that HAGEN was a paid employee of MRL from January 19, 1998, through May 24, 1998.  During the period HAGEN was working for MRL, he submitted approximately 10 claims for unemployment benefits with the U.S. Railroad Retirement Board (RRB).  Each of the RRB benefits forms indicated the individual days in which HAGEN was unemployed.  Each form also indicated that HAGEN was “laid off” from MRL and that he had not worked for either a railroad or a non-railroad employer for the two-week period covered by each form.  Each form contained the original signature of HAGEN under a paragraph certifying that “the information given on this form is true, correct and complete.  RRB records indicate that payment was made to HAGEN for the period in question of $3,268.00.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Leif Johnson prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Railroad Retirement Board.
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