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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that during a federal court session in Missoula on July 22, 2003, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Leif B. Erickson, the following individuals were arraigned:


STEVE MICHAELS, age 58, appeared on charges of Lacey Act Violations.  MICHAELS is a resident of Trout Creek. 


If convicted of these charges, MICHAELS faces possible penalties of one year imprisonment, a $100,000 fine and one year supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the U.S. Forest Service.


WILLIAM HARRISON GRAY, age 58, appeared on charges of threat against the President.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on August 5, 2003.     


If convicted of these charges, GRAY faces possible penalties of five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van De Wetering is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the U.S. Secret Service.


JAMES VERNON DAY, JR., age 34, appeared on charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.  The court has set a date for a pretrial conference on August 5, 2003. DAY, a resident of Thompson Falls, is currently detained.  


If convicted of these charges, DAY faces possible penalties of ten years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.



In Billings on July 23, 2003, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, SHAWN DOUGLAS ARNELL, age 35, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  ARNELL, a resident of California, is currently detained.  


If convicted of these charges, ARNELL faces possible penalties for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine of ten years imprisonment, a $4,000,000 fine and five years supervised release.  For possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine of five years imprisonment, a $2,000,000 fine and four years supervised release.    


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigation was a joint effort by the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.



In Great Falls, on July 23, 2003, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Carolyn Ostby, ARSHAD IQBAL, a/k/a Chaudhary Arshad Warraich, appeared on charges of transporting illegal aliens; identification fraud; and false use of a social security number.   IQBAL is currently detained. 


If convicted of these charges, IQBAL faces possible penalties for transporting illegal aliens of five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For identification fraud, possible penalties are three years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and one year supervised release.  For false use of a social security number, possible penalties are five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael Yurkanin, Jr. is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.


WILLIAM THOMAS LOW, age 55, appeared on charges of importation of marijuana; smuggling; and possession with intent to distribute marijuana.  LOW is a resident of Kalowna, British Columbia.    


If convicted of these charges, LOW faces possible penalties of twenty years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For smuggling marijuana, possible penalties are five years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  For possession with intent to distribute marijuana, possible penalties are twenty years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad is the prosecutor for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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