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FREDERICK GUARDIPEE, JR. PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on July 23, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, FREDERICK GUARDIPEE, JR., a 37-year-old resident of Browning, pled guilty to charges of aggravated sexual abuse.  GUARDIPEE is to appear for sentencing on November 14, 2003.


In and Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that the victim was incarcerated at a juvenile detention center on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation. She fell and suffered abrasions on her head.  Late on the evening of October 2, 2002, GUARDIPEE, a jailer at the White Buffalo Home, told the victim that he was going to take her to the emergency room at the Indian Health Service in Browning for treatment of her injuries.  GUARDIPEE instructed the victim to wait for him in a van located in the facility’s parking lot. GUARDIPEE then sexually assaulted her in the van. 


A FBI forensic scientist would link GUARDIPEE’S DNA to the assault.


He faces penalties of up to life in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Browning.
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