	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



FORSYTH MAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 28, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, RONALD ALVIN GEIST, age 60, pled guilty to charges of threatening a federal official.  


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that GEIST was originally scheduled to appear in Billings for jury duty on November 18, 2002, but the trial was cancelled.   GEIST was then rescheduled to serve on a jury for a December 9, 2002, trial date.  On December 3, 2002, Terry Devitt, a deputy clerk of court, received a call from GEIST who threatened bodily harm.


The United States would call as witnesses Terri Devitt, Deputy Clerk of Court, to identify the conversation she had with GEIST and lay the factual basis for the charge.  She will testify that she was intimidated and threatened and that it interfered with the performance of her duties as a Deputy Clerk of the U.S. District Court for the District of Montana.  The United States would also call two special agents of the FBI who interviewed GEIST at his home after the phone calls were placed to the Clerk’s Office.  The United States would introduce the telephone records from Western Wireless which show the phone calls placed from GEIST’ cell number to the Clerk’s Office in Billings on December 3, 2002, at the time the victim received the last call.


GEIST faces possible penalties of six years imprisonment, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.


A sentencing date has been set for October 30, 2003.


Assistant U.S. Attorney James Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigative agency was the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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