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ISRAEL CRUZ-ZAYAS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 25, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, ISRAEL CRUZ-ZAYAS pled guilty to charges of illegal re-entry of a deported alien.


During the hearing, CRUZ-ZAYAS acknowledged that on April 19, 2003, in Missoula, CRUZ-ZAYAS, a citizen of Mexico who had previously been deported on February 8, 2002, through Portland, Oregon, unlawfully entered the United States without receiving permission from the Attorney General of the United States or his successor, the Secretary of Homeland Security, to apply for re-entry.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service.
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