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JESSE MILLER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on July 25, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JESSE MILLER pled guilty to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on January 14, 2000, MILLER was convicted of counterfeiting U.S. currency and uttering counterfeit obligations and securities.  Missoula Federal Probation Office records verified that MILLER was prohibited from possessing firearms as a condition of federal probation following his sentence.  


On September 18, 2002, during a routine visit to MILLER’S home, U.S. Probation Officer Derek Hart observed.22 caliber bullet casings and clay pigeons scattered in the yard.  Although MILLER initially claimed a friend had been shooting the .22 caliber pistol, Miller admitted he had also been shooting the gun.  When Officer Hart asked MILLER to accompany him on a second walk through the house,  Officer Hart discovered a .22 caliber handgun and ammunition in MILLER’S bedroom.  


Based on this information, Officer Hart requested authorization to conduct an emergency search of the home that same day. The search eventually yielded not only the pistol but a 12-gauge shotgun, more ammunition, knives, and other contraband.  MILLER admitted that he purchased the firearms.  ATF fingerprint analysis revealed latent prints 

belonging to MILLER on the shotgun. 


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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