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MICHAEL RAY BALES PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on August 6, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MICHAEL RAY BALES pled guilty to charges of making false statements to obtain a firearm.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove that on August 6, 2002, information was received by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATFE) that BALES had attempted to purchase a firearm from a federally licensed dealer and was subsequently denied under the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS).  BALES had submitted an ATF F 4473 form to the licensed dealer on which he had responded in the negative that he was under a restraining order involving an intimate partner.


Further investigation discovered that BALES was subject to a court order issued out of City Court in Livingston, restraining him from harassing, stalking, and threatening an intimate partner.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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