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CHARLES CHRISTOPHER DILLON SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on August 5, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, CHARLES CHRISTOPHER DILLON appeared for sentencing.  DILLON was sentenced on charges stemming from two investigations involving four separate indictments.  The conduct all relates to the solicitation of bribes in exchange for equipment orders on the Crow Indian Reservation.  In each case, DILLON pled guilty to charges related to this corrupt activity.  DILLON was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year and 9 months

! 


Special Assessment: $600

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


DILLON was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to defraud the government and bribery; fraud by wire; fraudulent claims against the government; federal employment fraud; and conspiracy/fraudulent claims against the government; accessory to the conspiracy.


DILLON was involved in a joint business venture with Kirm Kath.  DILLON served as the Supervisor/Manager of the Facilities Management Branch (FMB), Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) from April 13, 1997, until his dismissal from government service on December 21, 2001.  The Office of Inspector General for the Department of Interior investigation determined that between July 10, 2001, and August 2, 2001, DILLON authorized six separate credit card transactions, totaling $13,995 that were structured by DILLON and Kath to circumvent the micro-purchasing regulations limiting single purchases involving one vendor at $2,500.  Kath admitted in interviews with the Office of Inspector for the Department of Interior that the credit card charges were processed but the items were never ordered or delivered to the Bureau of Indian Affairs.


DILLON accepted at least $13,596 directly from Kath in connection with government issued credit card transactions relating to the purchase of electrical merchandise.  Kath’s payments were made, in part, through Western Union wire transfers.  The investigations revealed that Kath sold a total of $313,037 in lighting equipment to the Indian Health Service and Bureau of Indian Affairs maintenance workers.


Mercer stated, “without the full support of the Indian Health Service Area Director, Pete Conway, these investigations would not have been nearly as successful.  In addition, Conway has implemented preventive measures that have resulted in more efficient and cost-effective procurement resulting in improved resource management at the Indian Health Service.” 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Inspector General’s Office for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the Inspector General’s Office for the Department of Interior and the United States Attorney’s Office.
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