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IGNACIO MUNOZ-MARTINEZ PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena on August 8, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, IGNACIO MUNOZ-MARTINEZ pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine, possession of a firearm by an illegal alien and concealing, harboring or shielding illegal aliens.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove during trial that during the period of the conspiracy, and specifically on or about March 5, 2003, in Libby, a co-defendant paid MUNOZ-MARTINEZ for methamphetamine by giving him a car and several stolen firearms. 


The conspiracy involved 50 grams or more of a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of methamphetamine.


On or about March 5, 2003, in Libby and in Helena, MUNOZ-MARTINEZ did knowingly use or carry one or more of the stolen firearms in his vehicle while in possession of a quantity of methamphetamine.


MUNOZ-MARTINEZ received the firearms from a co-defendant in connection with his trafficking of methamphetamine with that individual. 


For the purpose of avoiding their detection by immigration authorities, MUNOZ-MARTINEZ concealed two co-defendants that were in the United States illegally.


He faces penalties for conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine of a mandatory 5 years to 40 years in prison, a fine of $2,000,000 and 4 years supervised release.  For possession of a firearm by an illegal alien, MUNOZ-MARTINEZ faces penalties of a mandatory 5 years to life in prison to run consecutively with any other term and 5 years supervised release.  For concealing harboring, or shielding illegal aliens, he faces penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  MUNOZ-MARTINEZ is currently detained.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office.
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