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MERRILL WARREN BAKER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls on August 15, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, MERRILL WARREN BAKER, a 20-year-old resident of Brockway, appeared for sentencing.  BAKER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year and 8 months

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $950


BAKER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to burglary.  On October 2, 2002, a Fort Peck Tribal Officer responded to Julie Bemer’s residence north of Fort Kipp on a reported burglary.


On October 2, 2002, Bemer and her husband, returned from work and immediately noticed that their DVD player and approximately seventy (70) DVD discs were missing.  Bemer called 911 and reported the incident.  As they were waiting for a police officer to arrive, they found a window in one of the bedrooms from which the exterior screen was missing.


The investigation led to the defendant.  BAKER was interviewed and he admitted that he crawled inside the window and immediately took the DVD player and approximately seventy (70) DVD movies.  BAKER took them out to the pickup truck that was waiting and returned to the residence and took an Apple i-Mac computer and the power cord for the DVD player.  BAKER got in the pickup truck and told the occupants they could sell the items so that they could buy some more beer.  They then drove back to the Brockton area.  Once back in the Brockton area BAKER sold the DVD movies and the computer.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Fort Peck Tribe Criminal Investigations Unit.
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