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EDWARD EAGLE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on August 13, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, EDWARD EAGLE a/k/a EDWARD WELCH, age 38, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine within 1000 feet of a school.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that a confidential informant met with a co-defendant of EAGLE on March 29, 2000 for the purchase of methamphetamine.  The co-defendant had a quantity of methamphetamine and was breaking it down for resale.  The confidential informant provided information that EAGLE and the co-defendant were dealing methamphetamine in the Poplar area. 


Other cooperating witnesses identified defendant EAGLE as a supplier of methamphetamine in the Poplar area.  Information indicated that EAGLE was also receiving methamphetamine from another co-defendant.  A third co-defendant admitted that he had received methamphetamine from EAGLE on occasions as well.   


On November 9, 2001, one of the co-defendants purchased one-half gram of methamphetamine from EAGLE at his residence located in Poplar.  That residence is within 1000 feet of a school and federal housing facility.


He faces possible penalties on both charges of 20 years imprisonment, a fine of $1,000,000, and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Peck Tribe Criminal Investigations Unit.
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