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MICHAEL JAMES SKEWIS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings on August 18, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MICHAEL JAMES SKEWIS pled guilty to charges of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine and forfeiture.


During the hearing, SKEWIS acknowledged that between September 2001 and September 2002, he was involved in receiving multiple pound quantities of methamphetamine from a source of supply in Portland, Oregon.  On September 23, 2002, SKEWIS admitted he received over 500 grams (approximately 30 pounds) of methamphetamine from his source in Portland.


By acknowledging the foregoing offense, SKEWIS shall forfeit to the United States any and all property derived from any proceeds he obtained directly or indirectly that were used in any manner to commit the offense.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  Sentencing is set for November 13, 2003, at 9:30 a.m.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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