	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



JOSE SILVA-MEJIA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula on September 3, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JOSE SILVA-MEJIA appeared for sentencing.  SILVA-MEJIA was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years


SILVA-MEJIA was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to re-entry of an illegal alien.   On March 14, 2003, the Whitefish Police Department received a complaint that  SILVA-MEJIA was disturbing local residents.  The Whitefish Police Department then contacted the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection in Whitefish.  Dale Nilson, Senior Patrol Agent interviewed SILVA-MEJIA and determined he was illegally present in the United States.  Patrol Agent Nilson obtained SILVA-MEJIA’S fingerprints and submitted them via fax to the FBI.  The FBI returned a match indicating SILVA-MEJIA’S fingerprints were associated with three alien numbers.  The right index fingerprint adhered to several previous deportation warrants in official INS alien files; they were compared with prints taken from SILVA-MEJIA in Montana.  The Montana Department of Justice fingerprint laboratory found them to be made by one and the same person.  This identification information would prove SILVA-MEJIA was deported and removed from the United States on November 10, 1999, January 12, 2000 and August 3, 2001 via El Paso, Texas.  SILVA-MEJIA was also removed or deported from the United States on July 24, 2000 from Del Rio, Texas.  Checks of the appropriate records determined that SILVA-MEJIA did not seek permission from the Attorney General of the United States or his successor to apply for re-entry into the United States.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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