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DAVID GALLEGOS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 3, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DAVID GALLEGOS, a 38-year-old resident of Draper, Utah, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on or about August 8, 2000, in Bozeman, GALLEGOS was involved in a conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine which included primarily two other individuals.  


GALLEGOS had been distributing methamphetamine to one of the individuals over a period of time prior to August 2000.  GALLEGOS was then living in Utah.  Contacts between the parties would have been established by telephone records as well as motel and Western Union documents.  In August of 2000, GALLEGOS was to deliver for another individual  approximately one pound of methamphetamine for redistribution in the Butte area.  That person was unable to handle the purchase of the methamphetamine at the time and GALLEGOS relied on another person to complete the distribution. 


During the same period of time a special agent with the DEA acted in an undercover capacity.  Portions of the one pound quantity that had been delivered by GALLEGOS to one of the individuals were dealt to the undercover agent.  Numerous telephone calls to one of the individuals were recorded by the special agent which eventually led him to GALLEGOS as the source of the methamphetamine.   GALLEGOS acknowledged his dealings of methamphetamine with the individual.  The special agent also met with a contact arranged by GALLEGOS in Utah.  Numerous telephone records, motor vehicle records and some Western Union records would substantiate the conspiracy existing between GALLEGOS and others to distribute methamphetamine in the District of Montana on or about August 8, 2000


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 4 years supervised release.  Sentencing is set for December 3, 2003, at 9:00 a.m.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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