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MATT R. SCHMALZ SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings on August 27, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MATT R. SCHMALZ, a 26-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  SCHMALZ was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 1 year and 1 day

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 2 years

! 


Restitution: $2611


SCHMALZ was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to counterfeiting.  On March 5, 2003, a Billings Police Department detective investigated a report of counterfeit currency in the amount of $60 being passed at the Jackpot Casino in Billings.


During the course of a continuing investigation, interviews of the person passing the counterfeit money at the Jackpot Casino led them through several people to the source of the counterfeit money.  A federal search warrant was sought on this information.  


On March 11, 2003, a federal search warrant was executed at the residence of SCHMALZ.  Upon searching the residence, agents with the United States Secret Service located two uncut sheets of counterfeit currency, a printer/scanner, Gateway CPU, and several other items used in conjunction with counterfeiting.


A co-defendant was interviewed and told agents that he witnessed SCHMALZ making the counterfeit money and later became involved in the counterfeiting operation, much of this money has been identified and recovered.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Secret Service.
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