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CLARENCE LEE PROPP PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena, on August 26, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Senior Judge Charles C. Lovell, CLARENCE LEE PROPP, age 41, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for November 25, 2003, at 10:00 a.m. in Helena.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that beginning in January 2003, or before, and continuing through April 6, 2003, PROPP, along with three co-conspirators, agreed to acquire and possess methamphetamine for redistribution.  During the period of the conspiracy, one co-conspirator would deliver the methamphetamine to Helena and other places; or in the alternative, PROPP and other co-conspirators would travel to Spokane or Coeur d’Alene to pick up the methamphetamine.  Also during the conspiracy, PROPP and co-conspirators would deliver cash or wire transfer funds to one of the other co-conspirators in return for and in payment for the methamphetamine.  Specifically, on April 6, 2003, PROPP and one of the co-conspirators drove to the Coeur d’Alene area and delivered approximately $9,000 in cash one of the other co-conspirators.


He faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Missouri River Drug Task Force and the Helena High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Task Force.







# # # # #

For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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