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WILLIAM FISCHER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on September 11, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, WILLIAM FISCHER, a 42-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  FISCHER  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years mandatory

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


FISCHER was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to possession of a firearm by an unlawful user and addict of a controlled substance.  On February 12, 2002, officers of the Billings Police Department responded to a complaint from a hotel security guard.  Officers waited until after the checkout time had expired for the room and then obtained a consent to search from the hotel clerk.  As a result of the search a Hi-Point model 9mm semiautomatic rifle, drug paraphernalia and a small amount of methamphetamine and marijuana were seized.  The room had last been registered to WILLIAM THOMAS FISCHER.  


On March 23, 2002, a Billings Police Department Detective discussed the rifle with FISCHER and he acknowledged that he had possessed the firearm at the motel.  FISCHER also acknowledged that he possessed a backpack which contained his personal effects and assorted drug paraphernalia as well as items found in a safe which included methamphetamine.  


FISCHER has an extensive record of possession of dangerous drugs and repeated violations of probation, which involved drug possession and drug use.  FISCHER underwent drug treatment in 1999 and thereafter used methamphetamine in violation of his probation.  


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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