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DAVID TORO CHASE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 15, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DAVID TORO CHASE pled guilty to charges two counts of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine and one count of possession of a firearm. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United State, the government stated it would prove at trial that on September 27, 2001, at 10:26 p.m., the Montana Division of Criminal Investigations (DCI) office in Missoula received the following recorded message from an unknown female caller.  The caller stated:  “Meth lab – 9555 Inspiration Drive #3.” On October 3, 2001, a DCI agent searched the garbage from a dumpster servicing 9555 Inspiration Drive #3 and found numerous items commonly found in methamphetamine labs, including empty precursor containers and a methamphetamine recipe. 


A search warrant for 9555 Inspiration Drive #3 was executed on October 4, 2001.  During the search, three individuals arrived at the residence.  One of them stated that  CHASE had operated a methamphetamine laboratory in the residence. CHASE had moved from the residence the previous weekend, had completed the move on October 3, 2001, and had moved the methamphetamine lab during the past week.  


Recovered during the search of 9555 Inspiration Drive #3 were the following items constituting equipment or precursor chemicals used to produce methamphetamine:  coffee filters with red phosphorous stains; tubing with chemical stains; plastic milk jugs stained with iodine; hypodermic needles; numerous broken pieces of glassware with residue; 100 pseudoephedrine boxes, and three large boxes of matches missing the striker plates.


Another search was conducted at a second residence in Frenchtown.  In the search of a metal outbuilding on the Frenchtown property a DCI agent discovered a very large methamphetamine lab.  Also found were two triple neck flasks, and recipes for the illegal drugs, GHB and ecstacy.  Four people were present at the Frenchtown home when the search warrant was served.  Of the four, one fled.  The three remaining people identified the man who fled as DAVID CHASE. 


On February 18, 2003, a DCI agent served a search warrant at a third residence in Missoula.  The entry team knocked and announced they were there to execute a search warrant.  They entered the unlocked residence in Missoula and apprehended CHASE.  
DCI agents discovered a clandestine methamphetamine lab in the back bedroom at that residence.  Above the interior header of the lab door, on a narrow ledge, agents discovered an unregistered, loaded, sawed-off (illegal 13½ inch barrel) 12-gauge Winchester shotgun, and, on a nearby shelf, a loaded .40 caliber Hi-Point semi-automatic pistol. CHASE was arrested at that time.


He faces possible penalties for conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.  For possession of a firearm in furtherance of a drug-trafficking crime, he faces a 5 year mandatory prison sentence to run consecutively with any other sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration, Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Missoula High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) task force.
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