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DUSTIN JAY STEELE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 24, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DUSTIN JAY STEELE, a 20-year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to charges of being an unlawful user in possession of a firearm.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on April 3, 2002, at about midnight, two gunshots were fired at a  residence in Great Falls.  The Great Falls Police Department (GFPD) recovered one of the bullets from the wall of a bedroom of the house next door where the owners of that home were sleeping.  


Three members of a local street gang called the Lil Valley Locos (LVL) were identified as the persons responsible for the shooting. The shooting, according to a witness, was in retaliation for a fight that occurred on March 30, 2002, between them and members of a rival gang, the Insane Gangster Disciples (IGD).


During the months of February and March of 2002, the GFPD developed information from a number of sources that STEELE was selling a variety of drugs from his home; that he  discharged firearms inside the house and that he had a cache of weapons. 


On April 10, 2002, the GFPD executed a State search warrant on STEELE’S residence in Great Falls. GFPD Officers attempted to detain STEELE while the search warrant was executed and a brief foot pursuit ensued.  While being pursued, STEELE attempted to pull a Ruger .22-caliber pistol from his waistband.  While pulling the pistol out STEELE shot himself in the calf. 


Upon arrest, the GFPD also recovered a second Ruger .22-caliber pistol and drug paraphernalia from STEELE’S person.  Prior to transporting STEELE to the hospital, he was asked if he was on any medication or drugs, to which he replied that he had smoked some crack cocaine that morning.                      


Recovered from the search of STEELE’S residence were firearms and ammunition; methamphetamine; marijuana; drug paraphernalia and other items associated with drug trafficking.  STEELE acknowledged that the pistols, the  methamphetamine and the marijuana found in his residence belonged to him.  He also admitted selling two .22 rifles and a shotgun to three individuals whom he refused to identify.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  This is a Project Safe Neighborhoods case; “Catch and No Release.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Great Falls Police Department and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.



For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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