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ROBERT JOHN HARR SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in September 25, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, ROBERT JOHN HARR appeared for sentencing.  HARR was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


HARR was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm and  possession of a stolen firearm.  On July 9, 2002, HARR was arrested by the Helena Police Department (HPD) for assault with a firearm and probation violation.  HARR had previously been convicted of burglary on September 21, 2001 in state district court in Helena.  As a condition of probation, the Court ordered that HARR “shall not own, possess or control any firearms.”


HARR’S arrest followed an HPD investigation initiated when two individuals filed a complaint that HARR had pointed a firearm in their direction and threatened one of the two.   
Soon after, HARR was contacted by HPD officers.  HARR admitted having threatened the two complaining witnesses but denied possessing a handgun.  Officers searched HARR’s car and found a chrome-plated Bryco, Model 38, .380 semi-automatic pistol.  The firearm contained a full magazine while a second full magazine was lying next to it.  A stolen firearm check was conducted on the firearm but was negative and HARR was arrested.


On July 17, 2002, another Helena resident reported that a firearm and magazines matching the description of the chrome-plated Bryco, Model 38, .380 semi-automatic pistol had been stolen.  Responding officers determined it was the same firearm that HARR possessed when he was arrested on July 9, 2002. 


Responding officers then contacted HARR at the jail to discuss HARR’S acquisition of the firearm.  HARR stated that an unnamed friend gave the pistol to him and that he had not stolen it.  Officers then interviewed the gun owner’s roommate about the firearm.  The roommate confirmed to police that HARR had spent the night at the residence he shared with the owner of the handgun and that the pistol later turned up missing.   


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Helena Police Department and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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