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DONALD ELLIOT WARE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 30, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DONALD ELLIOT WARE, a 39-year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that from about November 2002 through April 2003, in Missoula, Great Falls and other areas, WARE agreed with of one of the co-defendant’s two other individuals to manufacture methamphetamine.  


A residence of one of the co-defendant’s in Great Falls was searched and evidence involved in the manufacture of methamphetamine was recovered.  Seized were pseudoephedrine pills.  The search of the residence of the other co-defendant produced evidence which linked WARE to the manufacturing enterprise.  The co-defendant acknowledged that she was employed by a medical supply warehouse and shipped cold pills to WARE to be used to manufacture methamphetamine.  During a March 18, 2003, search of WARE’s Great Falls residence, a box of pseudoephedrine was found.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, 5 years supervised release and a $250,000 fine.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office and the Missoula High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area task force.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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