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CHAD MICHAEL BERGMAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Helena on September 25, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell, CHAD MICHAEL BERGMAN, age 22, pled guilty to charges conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and use or possession of a firearm during a drug-trafficking crime.  Sentencing is set for December 23, 2003, at 10:00 a.m. in Helena.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the government, the United States stated it would prove at trial that during the period of the conspiracy, BERGMAN knew another person was engaged in the distribution of methamphetamine and that in furtherance of the distribution that person would accept stolen property, including firearms, in exchange for methamphetamine.


BERGMAN burglarized residences and stole personal property which included firearms.  BERGMAN traded the stolen firearms for methamphetamine which he used and/or redistributed to his friends.  The conspiracy involved 50 grams or more of methamphetamine.


He faces possible penalties for conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute firearms of a minimum 5 years to 40 years in prison, a fine of $2,000,000 and 4 years supervised release.  For use or possession of firearms during a drug-trafficking crime he faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 years consecutive to any other sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Missouri River Drug Task Force and the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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