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TIMOTHY IVAN FELDE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 26, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, FELDE pled guilty to charges making false statements to obtain a firearm.  Sentencing is set for January 15, 2004.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove that on May 26, 2001, Donna Felde called 911 and asked for assistance because her husband, TIMOTHY IVAN FELDE, pointed a handgun at her head, and threatened to shoot her.  Missoula Police Department Officers responded to the call and arrested FELDE.  FELDE was charged by information on June 26, 2001 with felony assault with a weapon and misdemeanor partner/family member assault.  On August 22, 2001, FELDE attempted to induce Donna Felde to testify falsely regarding the May 26 incident.  The information charging FELDE was amended on September 27, 2001 to add felony tampering with witnesses.                                                                 


On October 25, 2001, FELDE attempted to buy a Winchester Model 70XTR, .300 Win caliber rifle in Missoula.  FELDE had previously pawned this rifle and was trying to get it back.                                                                     


In the course of attempting to redeem the rifle, FELDE answered “No” to the question  on the Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives form which asks if the buyer was under indictment or information in any court for a crime for which the judge could imprison him for more than one year.  The NCIS system denied FELDE permission to buy the rifle at that time. 


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.   This is a Project Safe Neighborhoods; “Catch and No Release” case.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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