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SCOTT RICHARD FEIDEN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in September 29, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, SCOTT RICHARD FEIDEN, a 39-year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for January 7, 2004, at 1:00 p.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in August 2002, law enforcement officers conducted two controlled drug transactions with  FEIDEN through a confidential informant.  The first transaction involved the confidential informant paying FEIDEN $300 (money provided by law enforcement) for a drug debt owed by the informant to FEIDEN.  The next day, the informant purchased cocaine from FEIDEN.  Later in August, after a traffic stop, FEIDEN was arrested for outstanding warrants.  A search of FEIDEN’s truck revealed a large amount of cash and drugs.  In September 2002, law enforcement officers went to FEIDEN’s residence to question him about his drug trafficking activities.  During this contact, law enforcement again recovered drugs and a gun.  The ownership of the gun was later traced to another individual.  In January 2003, FEIDEN was arrested in California and a large amount of cash and drugs were found on him.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Cascade County Sheriff’s Office.
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For a copy of the Offer of Proof contact Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653
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