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SHERRY LUCILLE MINEAR SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on October 2, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, SHERRY LUCILLE MINEAR appeared for sentencing.  MINEAR  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 21 years and 8 months

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


MINEAR was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute. Prior to February 7, 2003, investigating officers from the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) task force in Helena, working with law enforcement officers from Glacier County determined that MINEAR would be transporting a load of methamphetamine from Helena to northwestern Montana for distribution.  A traffic stop was effected on Interstate 15 north of Helena on February 7, 2003 and a subsequent search of MINEAR’s vehicle resulted in the seizure of more than 500 grams of methamphetamine. 


During a subsequent search of MINEAR’s residence in Helena, a “drug ledger” was found that reflected the distribution of methamphetamine over the period of a number of years. 


On an unknown date prior to February 7, 2003, MINEAR knowingly conspired with others to distribute 500 grams of methamphetamine.  MINEAR possessed 500 grams or more of methamphetamine with intent to distribute.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Missouri River Drug Task Force and the Glacier County Sheriff’s Office.
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