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ROBERTO RAMIREZ-CARDENAS SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 8, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ROBERTO RAMIREZ-CARDENAS, appeared for sentencing.  RAMIREZ-CARDENAS was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


RAMIREZ-CARDENAS was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  On April 13, 2003, in Belgrade, with law enforcement watching from hiding places, RAMIREZ-CARDENAS and his companion delivered approximately one pound of methamphetamine (454 grams) to a woman.  The woman informed law enforcement agents afterward that although the companion handled the money and the drugs, RAMIREZ-CARDENAS was present and aware of the sale.  RAMIREZ-CARDENAS denied participating in the sale and claimed $300 found on him was from the sale of a car.  When agents told him they knew the money had come from drug sales because they had recorded the serial numbers of the bills, RAMIREZ-CARDENAS admitted the money had come from the sale, but continued to deny involvement.  The woman, however, informed agents that the two men conversed in Spanish while the deal was being consummated, and that RAMIREZ-CARDENAS had come several times with his companion to deliver drugs and was always intimately involved in the sales.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.


# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

