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TREVOR JASON BJERKE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 15, 2003, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, TREVOR JASON BJERKE, a 25-year-old resident of Bozeman, pled guilty to charges of coercion and enticement and possession of child pornography.  As a result of those charges he agreed to one count of forfeiture.  Sentencing is set for January 18, 2004, at 9:00 a.m. 


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in May of 2003, FBI Special Agent Randy Jackson was working undercover in an Internet chat room posing as a 14-year-old girl, when he was contacted by BJERKE.  BJERKE and the girl engaged in several conversations that ultimately led to BJERKE’s discussion of sexual acts with the girl.  Ultimately, BJERKE arranged to meet the girl in Billings to have sex with her.


On May 9, BJERKE traveled from Bozeman to Billings to meet with the girl for sex.  BJERKE used a cell phone to call her and brought along a digital camera he intended to use to photograph her.  When BJERKE arrived at the meet site, he was arrested.  


BJERKE admitted that he had traveled from Bozeman to Billings to have sex with the girl he believed to be fourteen years of age.  Law enforcement agents seized the computer BJERKE had used to chat and found that it contained numerous items of child pornography, including videos.  The children depicted in the pornographic items are clearly children under the age of eighteen, and many are clearly prepubescent and engaged in sexually explicit conduct.


He faces possible penalties for coercion and enticement of a mandatory minimum 5 to 30 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and up to lifetime supervised release.  For possession of child pornography, BJERKE faces possible penalties of up to 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and up to lifetime supervised release.  As a result of these charges, BJERKE shall forfeit to the United States the property that was during the commission of those offenses which includes a cellular telephone and a digital camera.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Billings Police Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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