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ROBERT S. DUNBAR PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings on October 23, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, ROBERT S. DUNBAR, a 53-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to charges of wire fraud. Sentencing is set for January 15, 2004, at 10:30 a.m.


During the hearing, DUNBAR acknowledged that between about the 1st day of December 1997, and continuing until about December 23, 1999, in Billings and elsewhere, he devised a scheme to obtain money by means of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations and promises.  To execute the scheme DUNBAR transmitted or caused to be transmitted interstate or foreign wire communication.


It was part of a scheme that DUNBAR represented to a Canadian citizen, that he, DUNBAR, had experience in agricultural investments and proposed that the two would form a corporation, DK Cattle Company, Inc., to purchase feeder cattle and to invest in Vandalia Ranch.


DUNBAR convinced his victim to forward $200,000 which DUNBAR promised would be utilized only as security for the refinance of Vandalia Ranch in the form of a Certificate of Deposit.


DUNBAR induced the Canadian businessman to forward an additional $94,000, $60,000 of which DUNBAR specifically represented would be used to purchase feeder cattle.


DUNBAR then diverted $260,000 to his personal use and investment in risky agricultural futures trading without the knowledge and consent of his Canadian business partner.


DUNBAR also provided false financial documents to his victim as to the whereabouts and use of the funds to deceive him into believing the funds had been used as promised..

          From about December 1, 1997, and continuing until about December 23, 1999, DUNBAR made telephone calls and fax transmissions from Billings to Windsor, Ontario, Canada after diverting the money from agreed upon purposes.  Under the criminal  law, a fraudulent scheme which involves interstate communication may be prosecuted by local authorities or the federal government.  


DUNBAR faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Victoria Francis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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