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SHAWN MARCHWICK PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on October 22, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, SHAWN MARCHWICK, age 23, pled guilty to charges of distribution of methamphetamine within 1000 feet of a school and a federal housing project.  Sentencing is set for February 13, 2004.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that On October 26, 2001, MARCHWICK purchased methamphetamine from another individual.  The purchase took place at that person’s residence, located within a federal housing project and within 1000 feet of a school.  MARCHWICK purchased one-half gram of methamphetamine and in turn redistributed it to another person.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and three years supervised release.  The penalties may be twice the maximum penalty for distribution within 1,000 feet of a school and a federal housing project.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Fort Peck Criminal Investigations Unit.
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