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EDDIE DALE SESSIONS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 23, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, EDDIE DALE SESSIONS pled guilty to charges of theft of identity.  Sentencing is set for January 15, 2004.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the prosecution stated it would prove at trial that on May 20, 2003, a Billings resident reported a theft of his identity to the Billings Police Department.  He stated that during the past few weeks someone had applied for credit cards using his name, personal information and social security number.  The victim became aware of the fraud when both Fleet Visa and Continental Chase Bank Fraud Departments contacted him because they found the applications suspicious.


On May 22, 2003, an American Express fraud investigator notified the person making the complaint that someone had just ordered $5,000 in Travelers Cheques on his American Express credit card.  American Express identified a possible suspect who was the person staying in the Presidential Suite, Room 1712, of the Billings Sheraton Hotel.  The investigator noticed the following discrepancies in the request for the Travelers Cheques:  (1) a disconnected phone number, to be called back if there were any problems; and (2) the caller wanted the Travelers Cheques delivered via UPS to a car dealership in Billings.   American Express canceled the $5,000 Travelers Cheques order, and subsequently received several phone calls from SESSIONS who provided inadequate information; challenged the cancelled order; and hung up on the investigator.  The investigator reported that he recognized the voice of the suspect as the same person who was a suspect in Texas on similar identity theft matters.


Also on May 22, 2003, officers could not locate the suspect at the Sheraton, but identified the person staying at the hotel as Eddie Dale SESSIONS, III. Shortly thereafter, SESSIONS was arrested, was read his Miranda rights and waived the same.  He then admitted he had obtained four American Express credit cards, three of which were in the victim’s name and one in his own name, by way of applications in which he utilized the victim’s personal information.  SESSIONS stated the credit cards were mailed to him at his address on Custer Avenue.


The investigation revealed SESSIONS used the credit card, which was in his own name, to purchase merchandise at local businesses in the amount of $6526.72, to date.


American Express is the financial victim in this matter as they already paid out to the businesses where the merchandise was purchased.  American Express does business world wide and its financial transactions,  mailing of credit cards, and other means of communication effect interstate commerce.


Billings Police officers located at the Sheraton Hotel the receipt for a Sony laptop purchased by SESSIONS with one of the credit cards he obtained, which listed the victim as the purchaser living in Billings with the victim’s correct phone number.  When SESSIONS checked into the Sheraton Hotel, he used an address out of Missoula, where he once resided.  At the Holiday Inn, SESSIONS used the address on Custer Avenue.


The American Express investigator discovered that “[o]nce he [SESSIONS] received the cards he began to make charges on the Gold card totaling $6,526.72.  When he received the new card, he called into American Express and tried to get $5,000 in Travelers Cheques delivered to his previous employer (Auto Dealership), to the attention of [another employee], who he had made arrangements with to have him deliver the cheques to him at the Sheraton Hotel.”


The San Antonio Texas Police Department has advised the U.S. Attorney’s Office that SESSIONS is alleged to have charged approximately $100,000 to these fraudulent credit cards, and also is alleged to have made charges on another person’s American Express credit card.  SESSIONS has reportedly admitted to the conduct.  The San Antonio authorities further stated that the suspect enjoyed staying in the presidential suites of hotels using the fraudulently obtained credit cards.  


SESSIONS had been employed as a salesman at the Billings car dealership from March 31, 2003, through May 16, 2003.  The investigation revealed that on May 12, 2003, the victim and his wife, who are American Express card holders, purchased a vehicle from that dealership.  SESSIONS was the salesman who handled their purchase.  The victim put $3000 down on a vehicle and financed the remaining balance.  SESSIONS then used details obtained from the victims’ credit report to gain access to their American Express Card accounts.  Once SESSION had access to the victims’ account he was able to change the billing address to his own address.  This was done on the victim’s American Express Gold Card.  SESSIONS also added his own name, “Edward Sessions,” to the account so that a card would have his name embossed on it.  SESSIONS’ social security number was one digit off his true social security number.  SESSIONS had two credit cards sent to his address - one in his name and one in the name of victim.


The card with SESSION’s name on it was used to purchase items in Billings in the amount of $6,711.13.


The investigation revealed SESSIONS also applied for and received two American Express Optima Platinum credit cards under the name of the victim.  On one of them he attempted to charge the $5,000 in American Express Travelers’s Cheques.


He faces possible penalties of 15 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and three years supervised release.  Restitution to the victim of this crime is mandatory.


U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer prosecuted the case for the United States Postal Service.
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