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ROBERT A. CHRISTENSEN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on October 24, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, ROBERT A. CHRISTENSEN, a 52-year-old resident of East Helena, appeared for sentencing.  CHRISTENSEN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years

! 


Special Assessment: $200

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


CHRISTENSEN was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to charges of receipt of child pornography and possession of a sawed off shotgun.  On March 5, 2002, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service performed a controlled delivery of a Priority Mail parcel, containing three video cassettes to CHRISTENSEN.  CHRISTENSEN picked the parcel up at the East Helena Post Office at approximately 3:30 p.m.  U.S. Postal Inspectors watched CHRISTENSEN take the parcel into his home a few minutes later.  


After an interval allowing CHRISTENSEN time to open the parcel, Postal  accompanied by a Lewis and Clark County Sheriff’s Office Detective executed a search warrant.   The home was searched and CHRISTENSEN was interviewed.


CHRISTENSEN was advised of, and waived, his constitutional rights and provided a sworn statement.  CHRISTENSEN admitted viewing child pornography on his laptop computer; ordering child pornography, and having sexual relations with a young woman when she was a juvenile.  CHRISTENSEN’S personal laptop computer, suspected of containing child pornography, was tagged and seized.  


From March 14 to 30, 2002, IRS Agents performed laboratory analysis of CHRISTENSEN’S computer and there were suspected images of child pornography.  On August 21, 2002, this information on these CD-ROM’s along with CDs and a disk obtained in the search of CHRISTENSEN residence were sent to a Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (BICE) Senior Special Agent for comparison to known images. 


On January 23, 2003, Postal Inspectors received a report from the BICE Senior Special Agent containing a spread sheet for 360 computer files of identified child victims along with a series of printed out examples.


CHRISTENSEN was also ordered to forfeiture all his computer equipment.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kris McLean prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigations Division, the Bureau of Customs and Immigration Enforcement and the United States Postal Inspector.


# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

