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BRIAN EDWARD BARKER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on October 27, 2003, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, BRIAN EDWARD BARKER, a 44-year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to charges possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine. Sentencing is set for February 14, 2004 at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that a Great Falls Police Officer was in his patrol car at approximately 12:49 a.m. on December 27, 2002. The officer followed two speeding vehicles, which eventually parked in a parking lot.   The Officer saw the driver of a Buick Skylark approach the first vehicle and begin speaking to the driver of that vehicle.  As the Officer pulled into the parking lot, the man moved from the driver’s side of the first vehicle to the passenger side of the Buick Skylark.  The Officer then approached the man, who he ultimately learned was BARKER.  The first vehicle drove away from the parking lot.  
        BARKER denied he had been speeding and moved toward the rear passenger door of the Buick Skylark. Officer Klundt noticed the Buick’s brakes were smoking and an employee of a nearby business used a fire extinguisher to put out the fire to the brakes.  

Witnesses told the Officer they had seen BARKER toss something under the vehicle.   The Officer looked under the Buick and found a vial containing suspected methamphetamine and weighing approximately 24 grams.  The Officer handcuffed BARKER and searched him.  He found suspected marijuana, methamphetamine, and over $3,000.00 in cash. 


BARKER was arrested and his vehicle was impounded.


Great Falls Police Officer Donny Gerhart searched the BARKER’s vehicle pursuant to a search warrant on January 2, 2003 and recovered approximately 167 grams of methamphetamine from the vehicle.


He faces possible penalties of 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Central Montana Drug Task Force and the Missoula High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Task Force.
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