	
[image: image1.png]



	 
	Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Montana
	 

	



	WILLIAM W. MERCER
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
	 
	P.O. Box 1478
Billings, Montana 59103
	(406) 657-6101 


NEWS RELEASE 

	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

	CONTACT:
	William W. Mercer
United States Attorney for the
District of Montana
(406) 247-4639



JEREMY D. KEISER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on October 27, 2003, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, KEISER, a 27-year-old resident of Frazer, pled guilty to charges assault resulting in serious bodily injury. Sentencing is set for February 19, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.


In an Offer of proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on the morning of May 25, 2002, KEISER struck the victim with his fists on the left and right side of her head and she lost consciousness immediately. KEISER took her to Trinity Hospital in Wolf Point.


Over the next few days, the victim continued to suffer severe head pain, vomiting, and fuzziness.  On May 29, 2002, she was transported to Billings Deaconess Hospital and was treated by a neurosurgeon.  He determined that the victim suffered severe bleeding on the left side of her brain and she remained hospitalized for the next eight days.  


KEISER was interviewed on October 25, 2002, and admitted he struck the victim.  He stated that he backhanded her.  Later in the evening, KEISER observed that the victim was acting funny and he drove her to the hospital. 


The residence at which the assault occurred is within the exterior boundaries of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation.


He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney David Dennis prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Fort Peck Criminal Investigation Unit and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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